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PPU LETTER TO THE 


2d. 


PRIME MINISTER 


Concern 
over Russia 
and Germany 


The General Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union has written to the 
Prime Minister as follows: 

HE Executive Committee of 
the PPU have asked me 

to express to you their concern 
about two matters which they 
regard as of urgent importance. 

1. The situation in Germany. In 
view of the deterioration in the food 
Situation we would urge that steps 
Should be taken at once to give 
increasing help to the German people, 
and in particular that the ban on 
the sending of food parcels by in- 
dividuals here to individuals in Ger- 
many should be immediately 
removed. 

It is with special concern, and in- 
deed with a sense of shame, that at 
the moment when we are being made 
aware of the increasing danger of 
starvation and death among _ the 
German people, the Minister of Food 
should have announced increased fat 
and meat rations for this country, 
where on his own showing we are 
now getting four-fifths of the amount 
of fat eaten before the war and 
almost exactly as much meat as 
previously. 

2. We regard the proposals made 
On behalf of the Soviet Government 
by Mr. Molotov in regard to 
disarmament as offering a new 
opportunity for breaking through the 
suspicion and distrust which exists. 
We remember the proposals which 
Mr. Litvinov made ton behalf of the 
then Soviet Government during the 
Disarmament Conference, and sug- 
gest that had they been favourably 
received the world would have been 


in a much better state today than it | 


is, 

We would urge on His Majesty’s 
Government the necessity for giving 
the most favourable consideration to 
these proposals, and would indeed 
express the hope that this country 
should go ahead in disarmament, 
being ready to take that course with- 
out waiting for any agreement on 


international control or inspection, 
preferring to run ‘any risks that 
might seem to be involved rather 


than aggravate the risks of another 
world war. 


In _ this connection we would 
especially deplore that proposals for 
permanent  peace-time conscription 


are to receive a prominent place in 


the King’s speech at the opening of | 


the forthcominig new parliamentary | 
session. In our view this is not only 
a serious’ departure from the 
traditional policy and practice of the 
Labour movement, but a_ decision 
which is likely to cause a further 
deterioration in the general inter- 
national situation. It seems par- 
ticularly unfortunate that these pro- 
posals should be made so soon after 
the Russian proposals for disarma- 
ment, and we wouid again urge the 
wisdom of a foreign policy based upon 
an acceptance of disarmament rather 
than upon the introduction of per- 
manent peace-time conscription. 


NEXT WEEK AGAIN! 


Next week’s Peace News will 
again be a six-page issue. It will 
include an article from Fredrick 


Lohr on Italy, the first of a number 

of articles from pacifists abroad. 
Other contributors to Peace News 

in the near future include Reginaia 


Reynolds, H, S. Bidmead and D. S. 
Savage. 


“Is it nothing to you?” 


THE PLIGHT OF OUR 


ZONE OF GERMANY 


“WN bitter apathy thousands of the aged on the lowest category 
‘hunger ration’ sit in their lonely rooms waiting to die,” 


wrote S. L. Solon in the News 


“T have just returned from visit- 
ing a ‘bunker,’ a huge air-raid 
shelter, without daylight or air, 
where 800 children get their school- 
ing. In one class of 41 children, 23 
had had no breakfast and nothing 
whatever to eat until half-past two 
when they had the school meal of 
half a litre of soup, without bread.” 
—Thus Victor Gollanez in the Times 
of Nov. 5. 


But why go on quoting? In Par- 
liament the grim position that exists 
in the British Zone in Germany has 
been recognized. The military 
authorities are alarmed. A. short 
time ago the inhabitants were pro- 
mised a rise in the calories included 
in the rationed foods but circum- 
stances have arisen that make its 
realisation unlikely unless some very 
drastic action is taken. 


Lack of imagination 


Our trouble as individuals is not 
that we wish to be unkind or cruel 
but that we lack the imagination to 
picture just what it all means to in- 
dividuals in the starving areas. We 
talk in millions and lose our sense of 
proportion. We talk about calories 
instead of the meals composed of 
bread and potatoes, sugar and fats. 
How could we manage to maintain 
our efficiency on say two-thirds of the 
bread we eat daily, four medium- 
sized potatoes, a tablespoonful of 
oats, three teaspoonfuls of sugar, a 
few ounces of beans, two square 
inches of fat salt ham, and a table- 
spoon-and-a-half of flour? We often 
grumble at the lack of variety in our 
diet, but compared with this we are 
indeed fortunate, 


Mr. Strachey says that we are eat- 
ing a little more flour as bread and 
cakes than before the war, 98 per 
cent. as much meat and nearly 50 per 


HIE new and sudden crisis in 
the food-situation in the 
British zone of Germany is a 
grim reminder, if one “were 
needed, of the fantastic hiatus 
that exists between the political 
struggles which perforce occupy our 
attention and the real sufferings and 
experiences of human beings. 

The Chancellor of Austria, who went to 
the microphone last night to announce an 
increase in the Austrian ration from 1,200 
to 1,500 calories, has suddenly hecome the 
most popular man in the country, since food 
is a far more important matter here than 


settlement about Trieste, or even South 
Tirol. (Times, Nov. 8). 


It would be just the same with us. 
No political issue in the world would 
move us deeply if we had been living 
for a year and a half on 1,000 
calories. It is the 2,500-calorie 
countries which can afford the luxury 
of being interested in politics, and 
they can display an appalling indiffer- 


| ence to the sufferings of their slowly 


starving neighbours. 


Inactive humanity 


TERY naturally, the idealist ex- 
claims: “ Why not cut out the 
politics, and get down to the real 
human problem—of saving men from 
starvation now and seeing that they 
have a sufficiency in future?” Why 
not, indeed? But the answer is very 
simple. The percentage of the in- 
habitants of the better-fed countries 
who are all passionately concerned 
that the inhabitants of the worse-fed 
countries shall not starve is really 


infinitesimal. One-tenth of one per 
cent, would, I think, be an over- 
estimate. 


Possibly, if the ten million or so 
human beings who are systematically 
undernourished in the British. zone 
of Germany could be spread fairly 
evenly all over these islands, most of 
them would be cared for by individ- 
uals. But one may be too sanguine 
even about that. There was, and still 
is, plenty of malnutrition in Great 
Britain, for those who cared to look 
for it; and nothing very startling is 
done to put it right. ' It is easy to 


‘their purposes, 


Chronicle recently. 
by 


PERCY INESON 


cent. more fish. But in the British 
Zone of Germany the normal person 
has less than half the food value that 
we regard as indispensible for health. 
Lord Beveridge points out that in 
respect of fats of all kinds, sugar, 
meat and cheese what we get for a 
week and grumble at has to last for 
a month in Germany. 


It is true that there are supple- 
mentary rations for special classes, 
for instance miners and _ heavy 
workers, but many of these men have 
families, and just as an_ English 
mother will deprive herself of food 
for her child’s sake, so the German 
father is unwilling to see his family 
starve and gives up part of his extra. 
It may be illegal but who will blame 
him? 

And so the vicious circle goes on. 
Shortage of food, no strength for 
production, lessened resources and 
lessened supplies. Is it surprising 
that many are growing bitter and the 
authorities are getting uneasy? Is it 
surprising that there is resentment 
that the families of the” occupation 
army are being adequately fed? It 
was the fulfilment of a very natural 
desire that familles should be united 
as soon as possible but surely short- 
sighted to do it at this juncture. 


Even at this hour is there nothing 
that we can do about it? It seems to 
me that there is a very special obliga- 
tion laid on those of us who were 
pacifists in the war. Here is the 
opportunity of revealing that pacifism 
is a “way of life”’ and not just oppo- 
sition to war. It is no use either 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


the amount of active 
humanity that exists in even the 
average decent man. And those who 
have lived to a fair age, if they are 
honest, will not be able to come to 
any other conclusion than that which 
was reached by John Keats at twenty- 
three: 

“Very few men have ever arrived at a 
complete disinterestedness of mind; very few 
have been influenced by a pure desire of the 
benefit of others. . . . The greater part of 
men make their way with the same instine- 
tiveness, the same unwandering eye from 
the same animal eagerness as 


exaggerate 


the hawk.” 


The old Adam 


THIS familiar old human animal, 

engrossed in his own selfish 
concerns, has not undergone a mass 
spiritual revolution anywhere on 
earth. He is much the same creature 
in Soviet Russia as he is in Franco 
Spain: as prevalent in emancipated 
India as he is in the British Isles. 
Possibly, he entertains more illusions 
about himself in some countries than 
in others: probably, he is more con- 
vineed of his own benevolence in Eng- 
lish-speaking countries than in others. 
But when it comes to making some 
small but steady sacrifice for the good 
of other peoples, he behaves in much 
the same way everywhere. He just 
won’t do it. 

Britain will net make sacrifices to 
save the German people for whom she 
has accepted responsibility; America 
is not going to make sacrifices to save 
Europe. That is the meaning of the 
sweeping Republican victory at the 
mid-term elections. Not (I hasten to 
add) that the Democrats were any 
more willing. But two great Demo- 
cratic leaders—Wilson and Roosevelt 
—had led the party to victory on 
policies of international co-operation. 


here of ways in which we can 
try to mitigate the worst suffer- 
ings of the German people who 
are our responsibility this win- 
ter, is @ past co-secretary of the 
Methodist Peace Fellowship. 
The address of “Save Eu- 
rope Now,” whose work is now 
more necessary than ever, is 
14 Henrietta St., London, W.C.2 


| Rev. Percy Ineson, who writes 


saying “how sad”: we must try, at 
any rate, to do something. 

One practical suggestion is to bom- 
bard our members of Parliament with 


requests that they shall do some- 
thing to lift the ban on food being 
sent abroad. We know all the argu- 
ments against it, but it would be a 
nobler thing to go short ourselves 
than to stand by and _ see our 
“enemy ” starve. It would do more 
towards ultimate peace and friend- 
ship than statesmen have done so far. 
_ Then let us seek pnce more to make 
it permissable for individuals to sacri- 
fice some of their weekly ration as a 
personal gift. Tens of thousands 
would be relieved in their own minds 
if they could do so. 


Go to it! 


Whatever happens don’t stand back 
and say “ This is a huge job and I can 
do nothing.” You have your respon- 
sibility, and together with others like- 
minded something can be done. In 
my, work as London Secretary of the 
GEcumenical Refugee Commission of 
the World Council of Churches I be- 
come acquainted with conditions 
throughout Europe that make one 
stand in despair at times. Yet 
always one is impelled to go on as 
one finds beneath all the misery and 
tragedy the essential worth of human 
life. We must believe that the spirit 
of man will rise triumphant and find 
the way of peace. 

So—as we were bidden to do for 
other purposes in wartime—Go to it! 


They had proclaimed the idea that 
America should assume world-respon- 


sibility commensurate with her 
wealth and power. 
Americans were, and are, at- 


tracted by the idea. But when it 
comes to implementing it, to accept- 
ing that modicum of internal 
economic control or external gener- 
osity which is necessary to effective 
international co-operation, they will 
not have it. 
Leadership lacking 
jt is these matters that democracy 
must have leadership. Perhaps 
Roosevelt would also have failed to 
stem the revulsion from controls that 
has swept America—very much as 
the revulsion from DORA triumphed 
here in 1918; but Roosevelt would at 
least have driven it home to the 
American conscience that it was mak- 
ing a crucial choice. Truman, by his 
behaviour, has merely made the 
average American feel that nothing 
important could be at stake under 
such a President. The Republicans 
dig not have to say anything to win. 
Their triumphant slogan wrote itself: 
“Had enough? Vote Republican!” 
It is possible that in two or three 
years the Conservatives in this coun- 
try will also not need to say anything 


to win. “ Had enough? Vote Con- 
servative!” 


Assuredly, one way in which the 
Labour government will dig’ its own 
grave is by not having the courage 
to demand sacrifices which will stave 
off the impending disaster in Ger- 
many. After all, the Labour move- 
ment has always professed to be more 
deeply concerned with international 
solidarity than any other political 
party. Yet for two consecutive 
Christmases the Food Minister in the 
Labour government has sought a 
cheap popularity by offering extra 
food to a relatively well-fed people. 
It would have been perfectly simple 
to say: “This year our Christmas 
present goes to the German people.” 
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The Policy ot Peace News 


HAVE been asked to define 

my “policy” as editor of 
Peace News. It is a difficult 
thing to do. One’s idea of a 
pacifist paper depends upon 
one’s idea of a pacifist move- 
ment; more particularly, in this case, 
upon one’s idea of the PPU; and what 
the PPU is, and what one thinks it 
ought to be, are not of necessity the 
same. But that is all the more rea- 
son why the PPU, which has en- 
trusted me with this charge, should 
know what I mean to make of it. So 
I will try: begging readers to remem- 
ber that these are tentative pro- 
posals; that Peace News is theirs as 
well as mine; that their criticism is 
as needful as their contributions. 

At a recent PPU conference, three 
stages were sketched in the develop- 
ment of many individual pacifists. 
The first was the stage of conversion, 
the simple realization by one person 
that to take part in war was hence- 
forth, for him or her, a moral im- 
possibility: whether because’ the 
thing itself was too degrading, or 
because, in view of the probable re- 
sults, it could not be justified to 
reason. In either case, conscience is 
the determining factor, for it is con- 
science, after all, that bids us live in 
conformity with reason. 

From that point, the pacifist goes 
on to explore the implications of his 
stand. He finds that it commits him 
to a view of the relationship between 
the individual and society that has a 
bearing on every aspect of society. 
He is thereby committed to the task 
of changing society, of making it 
approximate more and more closely 
to the ideal, in which this relation- 
ship is acknowledged and realised. 

The third stage is represented by 
the pacifist’s effort to change society, 
which may take any of innumerable 
forms: only the end remains the same 
—otherwise how could we say, The 
end does not justify the means? 

I think these three phases are true 
to the experience of many COs. 
What is more, I think they have been 
reflected, to some extent, in the de- 
velopment of the PPU itself. In the 
early years of its existence the PPU 
was preoccupied almost exclusively 
with the task of awakening the moral 
conscience of men to the intolerable 
evil of war. It was a proselytizing 
movement; and many pacifists hoped 
that it might become a mass-move- 
ment, so strong as to make the wag- 
ing of war, by this country at least, 
an impossibility. 

It was only when this hope was 
defeated that many began to discover 
the true significance of their stand. 
Isolated and largely impotent, they 
had oceasion to re-examine the im- 
plications of their faith. And the 
implication was not, as some had 
fancied, peace. It was r-ther a wit- 
ness, in defiance of cor .equences, to 
the supremacy of  onscience 

We have now reached a stage when 
we are able, far more fully than was 
possible in war-time—no longer being 
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isolated or confined to certain occupa- 
tions—to work out the consequences 
of our philosophy in practice. What- 
ever the occupation we are called to 
by talent and circumstance, we have 
a common task to perform, in chang- 
ing the structure and spirit of 
society. To the extent that we suc- 
ceed, we shall make war economically 
unnecessary and morally impossible. 


* 


Naturally enough, Peace News it- 
self has reflected this gradual de- 
velopment. Before the War it was 
devoted mainly to publicising the 
PPU, bringing home to the people of 
this country the possibility of an 
alternative to military service. Dur- 
ing the War, under John Middleton 
Murry’s editorship, it concentrated 
more on deepening and strengthening 
the faith of pacifists, who were prac- 
tically its only readers, helping us to 
understand the situation in which we 
found ourselves, both as individuals 
and a union, and to respond to it 
humbly and creatively. 

Now, I think, Peace News should 
address itself once more to the public. 
But it will address itself with a 
difference. There are pacifists to be 
won, and it must help to win them. 
That task, the first objective of the 
PPU, must never be lost sight of. 
We are, or should be, still a prosely- 
tizing movement. But we must 
speak from the lesson of experience. 
It will not do to pretend that pacifism 
necessarily means peace, in the short 
run; that it may not equally well 
mean a greater likelihood of military 
defeat, if this country goes to war 
again—and with defeat, persecution, 
in which not only we, but our families 
and friends will suffer. We have to 
affirm that membership of the PPU 
is membership of a Union pledged to 
uphold the supremacy of conscience, 
come what may. 

We have furthermore to impress’ 
upon ourselves and our recruits that 
membership of such a Union earries 
with it an ‘obligation: not only to win 
new members, but to strive, by every 
means in our power, so to change the 
structure and morality of society that 
reverence for “the supreme value of 
the human person and the integrity 


of the individual” becomes the 
accepted ethic of all men. 
* 


So Peace News has three main pur- 
poses to fulfil:— 

(1) To arouse the conscience and 
reason of men to renounce war. 

(2) To present as truthful a survey 
of the world-situation as possible, 
minimising no evil and overlooking no 
good; not pretending that every post- 
ponement of war implies a victory for 
pacifism, or that every victory for 
pacifism implies a ‘postponement of 
war; seeking to understand the alter- 
natives before those who employ 
force, and their motives, even while 
we challenge their basic assumption. 

(3) To encourage, by publicity and 
discussion, whatever activity pacifists 
are undertaking to achieve their end: 
alone, or in co-operation with non- 
pacifists, whether in this country or 
abroad. Campaigns initiated by the 
PPU to achieve some _ particular 
political effect, not involving the sup- 
port or sanction of armed force, are 
one of these activities. There are 
many others, which do not intrude 
directly upon the political field, but 
are none the less vital for that. 

There is, however, one pacifist 
activity which Peace News can do 
nothing to encourage. That activity 
is the issuing of Peace News. Only 
you can make that known. I hope 
you will find it worth-while. 


THE EDITOR 
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Scale—and Quality 


by G. M. LI. DAVIES 


T has been said that “Scale 

is the mark of the Beast” 
(it is certainly the mark of the 
reptile) and that “ the state is 
the coldest of all cold-blooded 
monsters.” In the name of 
the state or the nation, men are 
prepared to commit barbarities 
which would be crimes in the 
individual. 


It is a portent of this unsolved 
moral dilemma that the judges of 
the Nuremberg Trial refused to 
accept “reasons of state,” or orders 
from above, as a moral alibi for per- 
sons convicted of inhumanities. But 
this international ruling of justice 
will go hard with British traditional 
conceptions of a soldier’s duty: 
“Theirs not to reason why; theirs 
but to do or die.” 


Inhuman 


Weighed in the Nuremberg balance 
of justice, the British obliteration 
bombings, the American use of the 
atomic bomb, and the Russian purges 
and mass liquidations would be found 
wanting in humanity. The moral and 
personal problem raised is—How 
come these mass atrocities to be re- 
garded as less heinous than individual 
murder? Is it scale that condones 
it? The moral paradox was stated 
simply some years ago by Mr. 
Baldwin: 


‘“‘What is the explanation of this evil 
reputation which attaches, not to the 
politicians of one party, but to the whole 
race? Primarily, I suppose it is due to 
the fact that ever since states began to 
be, they have been in peril and have 
trusted to force for their safety. War 
has been their normal history. Savagery 
has never been very far from the realm 
of Law. With war and preparations for 
war go the etratagems of diplomacy, the 
dropping of the ordinary code of morals, 
a holiday for truth, and an aftermath of 
cynicism. Foree and fraud are in war 
the cardinal virtues. The statesman’s goal 
is the preservation of the state and 
reasons of state have been held to justify 
all policies whatsoever.” 


Even in domestic fields of state, 
Mr. Baldwin’ confessed to the 
limitations of statesmen who had to 
act as “wholesalers ” in dealing with 
such matters as unemployment, as 
contrasted with the ‘retail ” role of 
Christian ministers and members 
who could deal with the human need 
of the unemployed man and his wife 
and child. Actually, said . Mr. 
Baldwin, the greatest influences in 
life were the examples of men per- 
sonally loyal to their Master; these 
would. remain though states and 
churches perished. 

It is curious to find so many front 
bench politicians disillusioned by 
power, while back-benchers are still 
eager to try their hands at mass 
government. It is the old_ story: 
“Those behind cry ‘forward’ while 
those in front ery ‘back.’” The 
admission of the politician was ‘seen 
in its moral and personal significance 
by Dr. Schweitzer in his prophetic 
book, “ The Decay and Restoration of 
Civilisation,” published after the 
first world war. 


Menace of mass 


Schweitzer saw in the mass mind 
and morality of Europe the chief 
menace to civilisation. The mind of 
modern man, he declared, was more 
under the domination of the mass 
than in any period of human history; 
from childhood to age, modern man 
has impressed upon him the mass 
mind of institutions and collectives— 
the school, the church, the factory, 
the trade union, the party, the state 
and above all, the press. The 
original and personal mind and its 
ethical valuations are in danger of 
obliteration. 

The only hope Schweitzer saw was 
in the personal and ethical revolt 
against the paganised mass mind 
“like David against Goliath, even if 
only armed with pebbles from the 
brook.” In Schweitzer’s view, per- 
sonality has not only a_ supreme 
value in itself, but a power and in- 
fluence, when it learns how to use 
them. It is the age-long tension 
between the legal and the personal, 
the popular and the prophetic, the 
praise of man and the praise of God. 

The legal and popular conceptions 
of world-justice as set forth at 
Nuremberg will seem singularly in- 
adequate to dwellers in the devas- 
tated cities of Germany or Japan. 
Similarly the doctrinaire concep- 
tions of large-scale Socialism which 


captured the masses of Europe were 
very different in realisation, as seen 
in German National Socialism, the 
USSR or even in British Socialism, 
where miners are highly paid, but. 
working under compulsory conditions 
of darkness, danger and silicosis. 


In the recent Welsh Day in the 
House, an obviously sympathetic 
politician like Sir Stafford Cripps had 
to admit: 

‘““Today men are coming out of the 
mines at the rate of 100 per week in South 
Wales on this score alone, and there is an 
accumulated backwash ffor silicotics of 
anything up to 10,000 to 15,000 people for 
whom suitable employment must be found.” 
As happened so often in debates 

on India or Ireland, the House 
emptied to about 50 Members in the 
debate on Wales. Yet Wales has 
60,000 unemployed, and 500,000 of 
her population had to migrate in the 
distresses between the two wars. It 
is little wonder that the Welsh 
Nationalists press the point that the 
scale of Parliament’s scope is far too 
large for close understanding and 
sympathetic treatment of the intim- 
ate human problems involved in 
Wales. 


It is a far cry to the pioneer 
idealism of Keir Hardie, Bruce 
Glasier and George Lansbury, which 
recedes more and more from power 
politics at home and abroad. When 
Ramsay Macdonald quoted William 
Morris “Fellowship is life and the 
lack of fellowship death” as the key 
of Socialism, he could hardly have 
dreamed that he would have been 
at arm’s length with his Cabinet 
colleagues, and later boycotted by 
his old followers. At best, democracy 
is an interim-ethic. Its limitations 
have long been known in America to 
such writers as M. P. Follett in the 
“ New State.” 


Real democracy 
Prof. G, D..H. Cole on a large 


eanvass “Great Britain, Russia and 
the World” has drawn a picture of 
real democracy as a small affair, in 
which men and women can really 
know and love one another, not 
“justice cold as fish.” In a later 
work he says: 

‘“‘The plain truth ie that, for the creation 
of the new forces that are needed, we are 
for the most part driven for the present 
outside politics, in the ordinary sense of 
the word. Instead of founding parties, we 
have to form opinione—to, find out other 
persons like-minded with ourselves with 
whom we can work, no matter on how 
small a scale, in those groupings with 
which we are connected by our work, or 
by the association of our private lives. 

““We have to return to an elementary 
faith in the power of intelligent argument 
and the power of fellowship—the ‘when 
two or three are gathered together’ of the 
Christian faith before it became lost in 
the trappings of ecclesiastical pretensions. 
We have to make for ourselves our little 
groups for thinking in common and plan- 
ning for the new society in those particular 
aspects of it which we are likely to be 
able to influence and in which we our- 
selves shall be called upon to play an 
active part.” 


(Great Britain in the Post War World). 

Prof. Cole is not alone in his mis- 
givings of large-scale policy and its 
propaganda. There was an interest- 
ing symposium in the New States- 
man last month which supposed a 
Catholic, Communist and American 
capitalist discussing the evils of the 
present and the hopes of a new 
world. Kingsley Martin comes down 
at lJast to- village life: 

“It suffers less from propaganda than 
does any capital city I have ever visited. 
A very little wisdom of the heart makes 
a man a better and happier citizen than 
a man who has been educated in a free 
schoo] and taught nothing of human life. 
Cultural nationalism can be as small as 
Montenegro or as large as Ireland or the 
United States, but the smaller the area 
in which an individual participates actively, 
the more free he will be from the menace 
of second-hand information and valucless 
news, and the hetter chance he will have 
to know what he is doing, to judge honestly 
and to live creatively.” 

Pacifists have had to learn in a: 
hard school not to depend on num- 
bers, power or prestige. As voters, 
they are probably still a ‘little 
remnant”; perhaps it is better so, 
than that they should hope to ride 
the popular tide of reaction against 
war into power as we did in 1923. 

Tides are inconstant things and 
change with the Moon. It is the 
Sun that is central to our revolving 
world, and the Light “that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the 
world.” It is in quality not quantity 
of fellowship that the peace move- 
ment must find its powers, in deeper 
communion of the whole man in fact 
and feeling as well as in ideas; and 
that necessarily must begin on a 
small scale. 
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“THE COMPETENT 
AUTHORITY” 


The Dark Side of the Moon (with a 


preface by T. S. Eliot). 
12s. 6d. 


rpuis book should do much to make 


possible a better understanding 


of Russia. Despite the fact that no 
book, pamphlet or speech on the sub- 
ject for the last ten years has failed 
to mention that the USSR occupies 
one sixth of the land-surface of the 
globe, our judgments are almost in- 
variably based on what is known of 
the very limited western districts, 
the only ones at all accessible to 
foreigners. This book is based upon, 
indeed contains copious extracts from, 
the reports of several hundred men 
and women who have had an un- 
paralleled opportunigy to observe at 
close quarters the workings of the 
Soviet system, not only in the west, 
but in the far interior of Asia. 

For the most part, these observers 
are Poles who were deported in 
thousands to Russia during the years 
1939-41: so not even the most anti- 
Russian weader will be inclined to 
question the authenticity of their re- 
ports; and I do not see how anyone 
who accepts their authenticity will be 
able to doubt any longer the con- 
tinued loyalty of the Soviet leaders to 
the first principles of Marxist 
Communism, or the sincerity of their 
eoncern for the welfare of all the 
peoples of the world. 


Deepest impression 


This welfare, according to..Com- 
munist theory, will be realised with 
the advent of universal collectivism. 
The reason for this is that collectiv- 
ism is the latest thing in history, and 
the latest (as the present world-situ- 
ation so convincingly demonstrates) 
is always the best. Whatever makes 
for collectivism, therefore, in the 
judgment of the Competent Author- 
ity, makes for the welfare of 
humanity, and ‘is Good; whatever im- 
pedes it is, by the same token, Evil. 
The Competent Authority is the 
Communist Party. 

All that is lucid enough, and will 
not be disputed by anybody with the 
gift of reason. The merit of this 
book is that it shows how consistent- 
ly, despite all appearances 
contrary, the Soviet leaders have 
acted upon their belief. Those who 
were perplexed, for example, by the 
sudden appeal to Polish patriotism 
which followed the German invasion 
of Russia, and feared lest the Soviet 
Government should succumb to the 
principle of nationalism, will be | 
assured to Jearn that this was no 
more than an expedient; that the 
Polish army recruited from Siberia 
was never allowed to liberate Poland; 
that not a single promise made to its 
representatives was ever fulfilled. 

It is not, however, in the realm of 
“Russo=Polish srelations” that “The 
Dark Side of the Moon” makes its 
deepest impression, carefully though 
these are recorded. It is in the realm 
of which this is no more than an ab- 
stract — the realm of relations 
between Russians and Poles. It is 
here that we see the truly fearful 
consequences of the Communist doc- 
trine of Good and Evil: and nothing 
in the whole unended history of de- 
portations and concentration-camps 
constitutes a more heart-searching 
challenge. 


* Dehumanisation ” 


The time is past when we could 
dismiss such reports as atrocity- 
stories. We know only too well that 
the most famous atrocity-story of 
1917 became a reality in 1944. There 
are religions abroad in the world to- 
day which demand of men ag a sacred 
duty the over-riding and deadening 
of pity—and succeed in winning their 
demand. 

We, who believe that conscience is 
essential to the nature of man, that 
the systematic denial of it, in the 
name of whatever ideal, can lead 
only to a dehumanisation of human- 
ity, may nurse a precarious faith 
that beliefs reinforced by conscience, 
simply because they are more true 
to human nature, must eventually 
triumph in this world. But there 


Faber, 


to the | 


Koestler. Macmillan, 10s. 6d. 


RTHUR KOESTLER’S 

latest book can _ be 
approached in two ways, as a 
novel proper or as yet another 
tract for the times. As either 
it is unsatisfactory: artistically 
because the direct preoccupation with 
“the crisis of our time” looms dispro- 
portionately larger than the fictional 
characters and their destinies, and 
didactically because as a thinker- 
propagandist. Koestler is divided 
within himself and uncertain of his 
message. Yet it is but fair to add 
that the tale is interesting and in- 


Thieves in the Night, by Arthur 


formative—and it provokes reflection. 

It’s about the Jewish question, 
political Zionism in fact. The hero, 
Joseph, half-English, half-Jewish, 
throws in his lot with the Zionists 
and joins a Hebrew commune in the 
Holy Land. There is comradeship 
and construction. conflict with the 
Arabs and with the British, and as 
the story proceeds the case for Jewish 
immigration is held out at all angles 
for our inspection and approval. But 
as we go along we become aware 
that an inner debate is proceeding 
within the author’s mind—nothing 
less than one between the ethics of 
violence and non-violence. 

The Jews, fleeing from Fascist 
persecution to the hope and promise 
of a Jewish national state, find them- 
selves in a situation where they have 
no alternative to submitting to fresh 
oppression—the closing of the boun- 
daries of the “national home” to the 
persecuted millions in Europe and 
the destruction of their collective 
dream — other than a resort to the 
weapons of their psrsecutors: armed 
violence, terrorism, Joseph eventu- 
ally decides for the extremists with 
their plots and pistols, influenced 
chiefly by an uncontrollable passion 
for revenge, apparently dndiscrimin- 
ate, on those, European fascists and 
Palestine Arabs, who tin turn have 
outraged and finally killed the Jew- 
ish girl he would have liked to mamry. 

Oh, for the supreme gift of irresponsi- 

bility (sighs Joseph) the gift to translate 

feeling into direct action! Oh, for the 
relief of having one's wrath exnloded with 

a good, home-made bomb! The act of 

killine already appeared to him divested of 

its flesh-tearing, physical aspect, free from 


the angle of death and pain, as an almost 
platonic act. 
lead 


_These sentiments naturally 
him at last into the arms of Bauman. 
commander of the underground 
terrorist movement, who holds forth 
as follows: 


5 That's where our Glicksteins go 
wrong. They squeak. Thev keep on piping 
what good boys we are. Result: a pat on 


Z LDOUS HUXLEY, before we lost 

him to the USA in 1938, did fine 
service for the PPU and since then, 
by his books, he has continued to help 
our cause as a truly religious, if not 
Christian, pacifist — especially, I 
think, through his brilliant historical 
study, “Grey Eminence.” 


D notice that in the report of the 
Commission of the Churches on 
Atomic Power (non-pacifist) his 
pacifist solution to the political 
dilemma of the spiritually-minded 
(as they see it) is discussed with 
great respect, and no longer dis- 
missed as unworthy “ escapism.” 


Huxley believes that for the moral 
and spiritual education of our race, 
one factor of very great importance 
is the experience and teaching of the 
true mystics, ie., of men and women 
who are able to claim, in humility 
and reverence, to have direct contact 
with God or the divine “ground” of 
the human soul and of Reality. 


In a delightful book, “ The 
Perennial Philisophy,” now published 
by Chatto and Windus (300 pp., 
12s. 6d.), he has compiled an 
anthology of mystical teaching with 


will be no surer way of delaying 
their triumph than by deceiving our- 
selves or others into the idea that it 
can somehow be easy. If it is secured 
at all, it will be only through a life- 
and-death witness to the power of 
these beliefs, as whole-hearted and un- 
compromising as the witness of the 
Communists to theirs. 


F. ALL. 


elucidating commentary, both pro- 
found and readable, in which this 
witness to the pacifist faith is con- 
stantly emphasised. (A large print- 
ing of the volume sold out in three 
weeks, so that more copies will, alas, 
not be available for a while. 


From the headings of its 27 chap- 


ters we may judge of its contents: 
e.g., “The Nature of the ‘Ground,’ ” 


The Huxley Anthology 


mystics of Europe with those of 
Persia, India and China—Moslem, 
Buddhist, Hindu, Taoist, ete. 
Secondly, the commentary links up 


the sublime 
ancient prophets with most of the 
great problems with which we are 
wrestling 
stresses of the modern man, his poli- 
tical dilemmas, 
nature and of human labour, the de- 
cay of craftsmanship and the threats 
of total war. 


Monthly Review Page 


The Jewish Crisis 


the shoulder and a‘kick in the pants. A 

nation of conscientious objectors can't 

survive. We have to force them to take 
us seriously, then they'll do business with 
us. But to achieve that we have to speak 

the only language they understand. . . 

He patted with his fist the gun under his 

leather jacket. hs 

This inner debate, however, is not 
quite fairly set out, as, indeed, it 
cannot be, within the context of 
political Zionism, The racial and 
nationalistic foundations of the Zion- 
ist faith do not logically lead to 
pacifism. You cannot set up and 
maintain a nation-state without 
being prepared, if pushed, to resort 
to violence. The real question, which 
Koestler does not pose, is whether the 
establishment of such a state is, 1n 
the deeper sense, a significant and 
valid ideal, or whether it does in fact 
result, as does Messianic communism, 
Cromwellian parliamentarianism, and 
in general the (strikingly Hebrew) 
idea of the “holy war,” the crusade, 
from an illegitimate confusion of the 
religious with the political, the etern- 
al with the temporal. 

On the strictly political level, there 
is nothing to condemn, but also 
nothing to exalt, in the Jews’ desire 
for their own national state, complete 
with its own army, police force, and 
what not; but if they want life on 
this level they must participate in the 
general dirty shuffle for power— 
which, it appears, the Zionist extrem- 
ists are prepared to do. But 
religiously, ie., profoundly speaking, 
all this has nothing to do with the 
Day of the Lord invoked in this 
book’s epigraph, which will indeed 
come “as a thief in the night,” and 
not with the roar of victorious armies, 
Catholic, Protestant, Moslem or 
Jewish. 

But the racial and the religious 
elements are mutually inextricable in 
the Jew; and therein licz nis tragedy 
and his pathos. Failing to distin- 
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Old values for new 


Programme for Survival, by 
Mumford. Secker and 
3s. 6d. 


QTRAP-HANGING on a_ north- 

bound London tram is not the 
recommended position for reading the 
new Lewis Mumford essay, but it 
gave me an opportunity of studying 
my fellow sardines to see whether 
they bore marks of a realisation that 
they were living through “The Cri- 
sis of the Crisis.’”’ On the whole,, I 
thought, not; some of them showed 
little sign of living at all. And per- 
haps that is what Mr. Mumford 
means when he says that his hope of 
people awakening tis “too like despair 
for prudence to smother.” Yet sur- 
vival is dependent on the nurtuning 
of initiative ard a consequent growth 
of moral and physical inhibitions 
about the use of scientific resources 
which have so outstripped our re- 
ligious understanding. 

The trouble about universal edu- 
cation is that it has liberated us from 
the vhocus-pocus of religion without 
teaching us the limitations of science. 
If one tenth of us understood the po- 
tentialities for disintegration which 
were released by the atom-bomb dis- 
covery, civilisation would be freed 
‘from its belief that “ ‘science’ will 
find the answer; ‘ organisation’ will 
find the answer...” But that would 
only substitute hope for despair if we 
could recover a sense of the -eternal 
mystery of religion which, stripped 
of its immodest claims, is alone in 
reminding man “of ihis creatureliness 
and his creativeness, his impotence 
and his power, his cosmic littheness 
and hig cosmic preciousness...” 

We may complain that Mr. Mum- 
ford, in lamenting the insensitiveness 
and barbarity to which total war has 
reduced the United Nations, is in- 
dulging a nostalgia for a struggle 
against fascism which could only 
have happened iin an idealistic demo- 
crat’s dreams, but we cannot fail to 


Lewis 
Warburg, 


guish the eternal from the temporal 
Kingdom, the most abysmal humilia- 
tion of his persecution is that it is, 
not a martyrdom incurred through 
his steadfast assertion of spiritual 
valves—if it were he might find that 
precisely there lay, the struggle to 
which he was called—but a meaning- 
less punishment incurred for the 
biological and social crimes of help- 
‘lessness and racial purity. 

The Jewish problem, no more than 
the Indian, the Negro or the femin- 
ist, is the central issue of our epoch, 
and to treat it as if it were is not to 
clanify but to add to our bewilder- 
ment. May Koestler sort himself wut 
with better effect before he presents 
us with his next contribution to an 
understanding of the “crisis of our 
time.” 

D. S. SAVAGE. 


“Time and Eternity,” “Immortality 
and Survival,” “Spiritual Exercises.” 
Its unique value consists, firstly, in 
the juxtaposition of the teachings, 
very often strikingly similar, of the 
great Christian (i.e., mainly Catholic) 


utterances of these 


today—the psychological 


the exploitation of 


be impressed by the great humanity 
of this man, his sense of civic res- 
ponsibility and his personal honesty. 
“Every day and every hour, every 
minute, walk around yourself 
and watch yourself, and see 
that your image is a_ seemly 
one” he quotes at us, but we 
never get the feeling that .this is a 
prelude to his departure for Cali- 
fornia and a stretch of self-contemp- 
lation. We are not allowed to forget 
that our job is to ‘influence the folk- 
ways of this culture so that man may 
survive and civilisation may be built 
new. 

The reader familiar with Mr. Mum- 
ford’s work will not be able to resist 
this tract: and, though the novitiate 
will not expect a guide to what life 
is about, he will be left in no doubt 
that it is about something. 

Dp.P. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Silhouette two children looking at 
a star—2d. Silhouette lighted 
Christmas tree against ruins—3d. 
Chinese paper-cut, Madonna and 
child—3d. Greeting in _ five 
languages on one card—83d. 
Envelopes with 3d. cards, 


CALENDAR 


Etching of old Georgian House— 


9d. with envelopes. 


BOOK OF SONNETS 


British edition of the Nayler 

Sonnets with brief biography of 

the famous Quaker. Foreword by 
Vera Brittain—2s., postage 3d. 


Many pages of this fascinating 
volume are difficult to understand, 
especially passages quoted from 
Indian and Chinese sources relating 
to the “annihilation” of | the 
separated self and the ineffable 
(but essentially lovable) nature, 
without images or attributes, of the 
Being of beings. But the God- 
given intuition of the eagerly seek- 
ing, prayerful spirit, will unlock 
the door to these secret treasuries. 
Love, not thought, finds the way to 
union with the Universal Spirit, 
in whom we are all one. 


This book will be a delight te 
many, and it will help those of the 
East and West to understand one 
another and to unite—by methods 
such as those of Mahatma Gandhi- — 
to overcome the twin curses of in- 
dustrialism and war. 


STEPHEN HOBHOUSE. 


Cash with order to: 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
38 Gordon Square, 
W.C.1. 


For Christmas... 


*& you could give a year’s sub- 
scription to Phoenix Quarterly, 
beginning with No. 1, which 
includes contributions by 
G. D, H. Cole, Vera Brittain, 
C, S. Lewis and Andrew 

%* Buchanan. 


7/- for four issues (post free) 
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Readers’ Page: Subjects discussed include Russia, 


WANT to support Peace 

News and recommend it to 
others, because it is our only 
pacifist newspaper and in many 
ways spreads good will and tolerance. 
But I believe that the supreme task 
before us as peacemakers is to avert 
the drawing of the peoples of the 
world into two rival blocks, each fear- 
ing. the other. I cannot escape the 
feeling that the way in which Obser- 
ver writes about Russia is deepening 


the suspicion already in peoples 
minds. 

Often I am dismayed by Russian 
power-politics. But when I read: 


‘The danger to the world’s peace 
comes at the present moment from 
Russia,’ I feel that this statement is 
in ‘itself a dangerous over-simplifi- 
eation. 


My mind goes back to the im- 
pression I received as an adolescent 
of the Bolsheviks: that they were 


Enemy of humanity 


TINHE policy of Peace News is 
specially anti-Russian, In no 
way can this policy be regarded as 
pacifist, since the basic point of view 
of pacifism is to ignore the states and 
their political riddles, while concen- 
trating attack on the main body of 
international militarism. 


There is no truth in the opinion 
which says that one side is ‘right’ and 
the other ‘wrong,’ since the reality is 
that both the Western powers and 
Russia are fighting for their inter- 
ests, and they are both stubborn! 
The one-sided onlooker on each side 
sees his ipponent as wrong, while 
the pacifist should see them together, 
as they really are. 


That one side is a bit milder than 
the other, should matter very little 
to the pacifist, since according to 
basic pacifist opinion the difference 
is at no time worth fighting for! 
But if Peace News thinks that the 
differences between the regimes are 
important enough and should not be 
given up—it should publicly pro- 
nounce itself non-pacifist; the con- 
tinued bearing of a pacifist name 
would mean hypocrisy. 

The differences are in fact small. 
Look for instance, at the compulsory 
Army service now in this country and 
the collosal army planning by which 
young boys of 18 are taken to a life 
of stupidity, forgetfulness and moral 
decline, against the will of them- 
selves and their families. 


I am waiting now to go back home 
(Tel Aviv, Palestine), and to get re- 
leased as soon as I arrive. Never will 
I be in any. army again, nor my 
children (if there are any). I am 
looking to the future with the deter- 
mination to fight the enemy of 
humanity: Militarism in its many 
forms and colours all over the world, 
including Jewish and Arabic in 


Palestine. 
ZAMIR 8. 


Old peoples’ welfare 


AS WINTER approaches, the 
plight is accentuated of those 
who, by reason of old age or other 
infirmity, are unable to get out firee- 
ly, and who are living alone. Many 
who ought to be in hostels and 
institutions are left to fend for them- 
selves. May we appedl through your 
columns for neighhourly help? So 
little scmetimes means so much. 

People who are thus isolated are 
often afraid to ask for small ser- 
vices which would be willingly 
rendered, and which would mean all 
the difference between slow starva- 
tion and welfare to the disabled 
person. 

What housewife, if she realized the 
need, would not bring in an extra 
slice of fish; or put an extra couple 
of potatoes in the saucepan: or 
change bread units into points from 
5 books instead of 4? 

May we ask readers to consider 
the circumstances of old cr disabled 
persons in their neighbourhood and 
not let shyness deter them from 
giving a helping hand. 

(Rev.) JOHN G. VEYSEY. 
Secretary. 
(Dr.) CAECILIA E. M. PUGH. 
Welfare Visiter. 
Plymouth Old People’s Welfare Committee, 


Marlborough House, 
Marlborough Road, Plymouth. 


. Inlace 


usually employed in driving preg- 
nant women into the Siberian wilder- 
ness to die there of starvation. I 
know now that that was an over- 
simplification of a half-truth seen 
through the spectacles of political 
antagonism, and I think there are 
many such _ half-truths _ believed 
to-day. Some people hold that the 
continued manufacture of atomic 
bombs by the USA is the greatest 
present threat to world peace. That 
is probably one example of a half- 
truth because jit shows us only one 
section of the world-picture, but I 
think it is just as terrible as the 
point of view which sees Russia as 
the only danger. 

I imagine that Observer’s column 
was written before Mr. Molotov’s 
offer of disarmament, which, while it 
may not have been made in such a 
simple spirit as might at first appear, 
was at least heralded by the more 


Germany, 


progressive daily papers as easing 
the international tension. 

The point I want to make is this: 
whatever the motives for that pfes- 
ture, much depends on whether it is 
received in an atmosphere of sus- 
picion which the continual holding up 
of the Soviet Union as a danger to 
peace inevitably produces, or whether 
it is grasped at by a world which re- 
fuses to believe that the present gulf 
is unbridgeable, In the first case 
such a gesture is doomed to be still- 
born: in the second it may be trans- 
formed into the first step towards 
mutual confidence. 

The tiny seed of trust between 
peoples is so precariously alive, so 
easily damaged beyond repair. that 
we pacifists ought to feel an intense 
responsibility to nurture it and to do 
nothing to tmjure its growth. And 
for me this is not to compromise 
with principle or to follow the line of 
appeasement. 

Rather we need to be constantly 


LETTERS to 


the EDITOR 


American reader’s viewpoint 


OY SHERWOOD - should be 

reassured that Americans do not 
resent having their public affairs dis- 
cussed by “non-Americans”. Quite 
the contrary: they are both flattered 
and embarrassed. In this respect I 
suppose, they retain something of the 
Colonial point of view. 


So Mr. Sherwood’s account of the 
Truman-Wallace feud (PN, Oct. 4) 
would be read over here with inter- 
est: its insight surpasses most of 
what local organs of opinion have 
written about it. 


Embarrassment rises only when 
Mr. Sherwood says: “As a name, a 
politician, and a man, (Truman) is 
not of the same size as Mr. Wallace 
...” If Mr. Wallace were half the 
politician that Harry Truman is he 
would never have made his courag- 
lous utterance. Mr. Wallace, as many 
times in the past, spoke firom his heart 
and his’ conscience—attributes no 


Land workers exchange 
T WONDER if readers, particu- 


larly those still connected with 
agriculture, are aware of the 
existence of The International Land 
Club (INLAC). 

This young movement is develop- 
ing’ on hhomely lines by means of small 
gatherings, and it seems to me to be 
an ideal method by which the C.O. 
land worker can find a practical ex- 
pression of his international outlook 
and his own experience from contact 
with foreign workers. 

Agricultural communities could be 
of particular help to INLAC by ac- 
cepting foreign land-workers and by 
sending their own members abroad 
for short periods. 

So far the Club has sent small 
parties to Denmark and is busy 
making contacts in France, Sweden, 
Holland, Norway, U.S.A. and Cana- 
da. These parties consist of land 
workers, not university students. 
Costs are kept down by making use 
of youth hostels and private 
hospitality. 

Briefly the aims are: 

To arrange an exchange of land- 
workers between this country and 
America, Europe and the Common- 
wealth as and when possible. 

(a) To help young people realise 
the problems with which the post- 
war world is confronted; to see how 
other nations are facing these prob- 
lems; to encourage them to help in 
finding solutions in their own coun- 
tries. 

(b) To encourage young people to 
exercise their minds, widen their 
knowledge, and deepen their love of 
rural life. 

(c) To foster good relations be- 
tween English-speaking nations and 
the peoples of Europe. 

Before going abroad, members 
state whether they wish to work or 
make an educational tour, and how 
long they wish to stay. I should be 
glad to hear from ‘readers who are 


interested. 
W. FRANK SHELDON. 
4 Teapot Lane. 
Maidstone, Kent. 


American politician dare acknow- 
ledge. 

That is just the trouble: Mr. Wal- 
lace is so muddle-headed, so charming- 
ly naive, that nothing of positive good 
may come of his utterly a-political 
upsurge. And except in New York, 
the press has done all it could to 
cloud the issue. For instance, not a 
single paper in the provinces printed 
Mr, Wallace’s July letter to the 
President about the Atomic bomb. (It 
was copyrighted). And without that 
letter as background, Mr. Wallace’s 
controversy with Mr. Baruch simply 
makes no sense at all. 

In what respect is Mr. Wallace’s 
name greater than that of Mr. Tru- 
man? For a long time Henry 
Wallace’s “name” has been mud in 
the American press. | Recent events 
served as an opportunity to smear it 
more savagely than any American 
name in our era! 


BERNARD RAYMOND BRANNERCREST. 
Waynesville, N.C. 


Our best friends 


WHEN Attlee criticised some of his 
supporters, and said: “ They 
are always ready to put Britain in the 
wrong,” I felt this applied to many 
pacifists and to PN especially. 

Observer writes about “ Brita.»’s 
political ineptitude” as regards Ger- 
many. I have no facts to hand based 
upon my own experience, so I took 
advantage, when at a meeting 
addressed by Maurice Webb—the S. 
African Friend, not the British M.P. 
—to ask for information on the sub- 
ject. He is over here on a Quaker 
Commission on behalf of stricken 
Europe, and has spent some time in 
Germany. 

He told the meeting that a German 
Friend declared: “I hope the 
British forces will not leave Germany; 
they are our best friends.” Maurice 
Webb enlarged upon this and _ said: 
“The forces are doing a very difficult 
job, and doing it remarkably well.” 
“They are,” he went on to say, “ not 
acting as soldiers—but as comrades.” 

I have also seen the instructions and 
multi-factual matter supplied to a 
young woman, who is going out there 
in an administrative capacity. I do 
not see much political ineptitude there, 
but instead, many sound and helpful 
points: much information to help in 
building up a local government in the 
country. She has gone with a deep 
sense of vocation, which is encourag- 
ing and inspiring. 

A. MAYO REDDING, 
“* Knolisea,”’ 


This England 


YOULD anything illustrate more 
vividly the craziness of life in this 
country than the fact that in peace- 
time we are exporting our boys and 
young men and importing foreigners! 
Dragging them from apprenticeships 
and students from school and Univer- 
sity, and the Ministry of Education, 
instead of fighting for the educational 
life of promising students, is acting 
as a sort of recruiting agency for the 

military! 

VERITAS. 


30 Beaconsfield Road, 
Birmingham, 12. 


old people, 


conscription, etc. 


pointing out positive and hopeful 
ways ‘in which the good in all men 
ean be strengthened, and in which the 
progressive measures in all political 
systems can be appropriated and 
made to serve the common cause. It 
does not mean that we call black 
white, or’ reduce everything to a 
common grey, but that we recognise 
the fluid and ever-changing nature of 
all human institutions and human re- 
lationships, and how profoundly the 
way in which we think about others 
helps to determine both their develop- 
ment and our own. 

Forgive me if it seems that it is 
TI who am guilty of an over-simplifi- 
cation, but I have a deep concern for 
our vocation as reconcilers, and it is 
under that concern and not from’ any 
desire for personal controversy that 
I write this letter. 


WINIFRED RAWLINS. 


Without aim 


rINHE Pacifist movement, as such, 

cannot succeed because it is 
without aim; and Peace News — as 
the mouthpiece of the PPU—is the 
channel through which that aim, if 
such existed, could be represented to 
the world. 


Collectively, pacifists are super- 
ficial and frivolous. They are dimly 
aware of a deep, fundamental princi- 
pal, by initial recognition of which 
they assume themselves to be different 
from their fellow beings; and on that 
basis they build a shelter of associ- 
ation against the resented scorn of 
the outside world. Within the pre- 
cincts of this shelter, they deplore, 
one to the other, the fact that their 
cause does not succeed, and that the 
world is no nearer to pacifism. 


Yet supposing I, as a neutral was 
looking for a pacifist policy, Peace 
News would be of little help to me. 


Observer gives weekly a very in- 
tellizent commehtary, but where is 
its relevance to pacifism ? His con- 
stant arguments upon the difficulties 
of getting along with Russia, of 
reaching a solution about Palestine, 
or any other current political enig- 
ma, might be logically indisputable; 
but surely no longer one which 
justifies the publication of Peace 
News. It might have met with par- 
tial success during the war, since it 
counteracted a certain amount of 
German-Jap-Italian phobia; but to- 
day we can find all of these arguments 
developed just as well in other well- 
circularised sections of the press. 


Do I not discern in Observer a 
typically pacifist weakness of trying 
to square one’s account with the world 
for the criticism and scorn with which 
one has been treated? The world is in 
chaos, and we cannot resist the 
agreeable temptation of pointing to 
it and saying “There, we told you 
sio!?? Instead of finding and imple- 
menting our own policy, we are 
satisfied to devote ourselves to shout- 
ing abroad the embarrassments of 
others. Perhaps a pacifist will 
correct me if my conclusions are erro- 
neous. 

I include myself in the indictment: 
we are morally lethargic, and I doubt 
whether we have the capacity to 
take our ideas seriously: We have 
therefore little moral right to expect 
a change of heart in the world about 
us. 


If pacifism is real, is it not our 
first task to determine the nature of 
that reality upon which we stand; 
and to present that—and that alone 
—to the world about us ? 


CLEMENT DUNN. 
77 St. James’ Road, 
Sutton, Surrey. 


SEE OUR SPECIMENS 


of 
Book JACKET 
DESIGNS 


Devon Eommerciat Arts 
9a, HIGH STREET, 
BARNSTAPLE 


LONDON REPS. AVAILABLE 


Sy 


TI 
N 
simil 
strug 
be 
mear 
have 
relea 
No 
years 
histo 
were 
florr: 
ized 
becau 
the w 
on th 
expec 
the w 
i ORY 
peopk 
so tk 
benefi 
Wh 
strug 
pacifi; 
cause 
abolis 
societ) 
The 
indivic 
dividu 
of the 
womer 
and tl 
dom t« 
The 
and th 
no ide: 
perhap 
selves, 
and it 
others 
Pacii 
beings 
ternati 
angle 


Ter 


Pe 
Folloa 
ping, 6, 
port B 
symboli 
means 
Lewis 
Lord 
a peace 


Flow 
He: 
In m 


Thi 


The 1 
duced iy 
Novemb 
states it 

to pro 

in con 
and th 

sons oOo 

simila 

furthe 
ation 

occasic 
meetin 


PLEAS 


LATEST 
before pub 

TERMS: 
word, mini 
extra). Pi 
Payment, 
Maximum 
for Box N 
Blackstock 


When co1 
an advert 
words, clas 


We reser 
advertiseme 
quency of : 


1 


GT, NEW 
Club, Fri., 
for Europe’ 


mission 2s. 


Anarchist ¢ 


London, W. 
KINGSW. 
22, 1.15 p. 
Policy,” R. 
Friday lune 
sion free. 


Sun., 7.30 
Banned Bo 
Craig. Ne 
Morality in 
London An: 
NORTHW 


Three addr 
Christian?” 
The Order « 
Group, Spe. 


~ ow vw 


rr rn en a 


Anarchist Group, 
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WE DRAW 


NINETY years ago women wore 

crinolines and their lives were 
Yet those who 
struggled then for the mere right to 
in Parliament by 
means of the vote never expécted to 
have the vote themselves, nor to be 


similarly ‘“ caged.” 


be represented 


released from their “cages.” 
Not much more than 


history as the Tolpuddle Martyrs) 
were deported from their homes to be 
flogged to the bone, starved, brutal- 
ized and robbed of their humanity 
because they demanded the right of 
the worker to approach the employer 
on the matter of wages. They never 
expected to see the emancipation of 
the worker in their own day. 

I could give other instances of 
people who have been willing to suffer 


so that future generations should 
benefit. 
When I think of these past 


struggles I cannot believe that the 
pacifist movement flags today just be- 
cause it could not, in its own time, 
abolish war and create the peaceful 
society. 

The pacifist cannot end wars by 
individual resistance alone but in- 
dividual resistance is a necessary part 
of the struggle, just as it was in the 
women’s struggle for emancipation, 
and the worker’s struggle for free- 
dom to live a decent life. 

The causes of war must be removed 
and the large majority of people have 
no idea at all what those causes are; 
perhaps we are not quite sure our- 
selves, but at least we try to find out, 
and it is also our business to help 
others to study this vital question. 

Pacifists are just ordinary human 
beings who have come to see the in- 
ternational scene from a_ different 
angle from those who read only the 


Ten Years Ago 


Peace News, Nov. 14, 1936. 
Following immediately on the scrap- 
ping, by the London Passenger Trans- 
port Board, of 6,000 posters which 
symbolised the Lord Mayor’s Show by 
means of a modern machine gun and 
Lewis gun, came the refusal of the 
Lord Mayor’s Committee to include | 

a peace tableau in the procession.. 

oe 


Flower upon flower, red, violet and 
blue, | 
Heaped at the foot of some poor 
lifeless stone. 
In memory of those fair men we 
slew, 
Thus we atone. 
—M. Creighton Balfour. 


* * * 

The Public Order Bill was intro- 
duced in the House of Commons on 
November 9. The offiicial notice 
states it is 

to prohibit the wearing of uniforms 
in connection with political objects 
and the maintenance by private per- 
sons of associations of military or 
similar character; and to make 
further provision for the preserv- 
ation of public order on the | 
occasion of public processions and 
meetings in public places. 


a hundred 
years ago three men (now known to 


is set before them. It 
possible that a suitable centre might 


NO SWORDS 


national press. 

angle and Peace 

pacifist newspaper. 
well 


understood that 


sales 
months. 


during these next 


Looking back and remembering my 
own small part in the struggle for the 
vote, I revere the people who fought 
and suffered without hope of success 
George Loveless, one 


in their time. 
of the Tolpuddle martyrs wrote, when 
he was sentenced: 
‘God is our guide! No swords we draw, 

We kindle not war's battle fires. 

By reason, union, justice, law, 

We claim the birthright of our sires; 

We raise the watchword Liberty, 

We will, we will, we will be free.” 


And future generations of workers 
were free. Humanity can also be 
“freed from war; if pacifists do not 
continue the struggle no one wills So 
take heart; there is work to be done. 


SEE YOU IN SCOTLAND! 


A very cordial invitation is 
extended to all readers who are able 
to attend the following meetings, 
when IJ shall be speaking on the 
future plans for our paper. 
EDINBURGH: Thursday, 

7.30 p.m. Peace 

Frederick Street. 


GLASGOW: Tuesday, Nov. 26, 7.30 


Nov 21, 
Centre, 44 


p.m. Religious Institute, 
Buchanan’ Street (corner of 
Cathedral Street). Chairman: 


Campbell Wilkie. 


DUNDEE: Thursday, Nov. 28, 7.30 
p.m. City Mission Hall, Bell 
Street Lane. (Members meet- 
ing at 6.30 p.m.) 


ABERDEEN: Friday, Nov. 29, 8 p.m. 


Dick Sheppard Centre, 1324 
Union Street. Chairman: Rev. 
Dr. Burry. 


We need a_ news- 
paper that represents that different 
News is the only 


In this connection, it should be 
before 
Christmas our future paper ration 
will be fixed on the basis of our 
two 


A New 


FU\VERYONE, 
*-4 conscience, 
advice of Confucius. 


who has a 


about setting terms in order. 


at Home.” 


tion, may lack the quick reply. 


would run: “Charity Begins 
Stops at Home.’ Once, then, 


of it, it becomes an exhortation. 

The counter to the man who hides 
behind the tag should be: “I’m glad 
you think that. So many people re- 
fuse to help because they fee] that 
Charity Begins with the Government. 
But it’s personal charity from the 
home which is the sound basis of 
Christianity, isn’t it? How much 
can I put you down for, sir?” So the 
“yespectable’’ cover of the catch- 
phrase is torn away, and the citizen 
begins to think what he is doing. 

“Not respectable” is, of course, 
another label which people use when 
they want to drop things, which 
might trouble their conscience, beyond 
their mental horizons. The effective 
taboo lies in the fact that many 
people equate in their 
“immoral” with “sex.” The fact that 
a newspaper is irresponsible does not 
make it “not respectable” for them; 
it has to be full of sexy jokes and 
borderline pictures before they feel 
it is immoral. One can do good work 
by pointing out that this attitude is 
itself “not respectable.” If the “not 
respectable” brigade can be made to 
realize that a man may be 
“immoral” because he underpays his 
employees ot says uncharitable 
things, they can be jolted out of self- 
complacency. 


PPHERE are always current 
“words and phrases which 
repay analysis. But the purpose of 


MAURICE ROWN 


TINHERE was no doubt at the last 
* PPU Annual General Meeting 
of the desire of all present that there 
should be some lasting and suitable 
record of our affection for Maurice, 
and the simple appeal which Maud 
then made moved us all. It was felt 
that no memorial could better repre- 
sent all that we valued in Maurice 
than a conference centre, and it was 
agreed that we should” endeavour to 
associate his name with a_ house 
which could be used for this purpose. 

The appeal has been open for over 
six months, but so far we have not 
found a suitable house, nor has suffi- 
cient money been received to justify 
our going ahead with this plan. Up 
to date £1,441 has been received from 
97 subscribers. It would seem that 
we are in a dilemma. We cannot 
proceed further in regard to a con- 
ference centre unless we can see our 
way to purchasing a_ suitable house. 
But many may be holding their con- 
tributions until some definite scheme 
is at least 


TREE MEMORIAL 


be available before long, and if we 
could see our way to putting up the 
purchase price we should certainly 
endea your to secure the first refusal 
of it. 

In any case National Council feel 
that some decision should be reached 
at their next meeting. May I there- 
fore ask that any who remember 
Maurice with gratitude and affection, 
and wish to have a share in record- 
ing) our appreciation of him in a 
permanent and practical way, should 
send in their contributions before 
December 10? 

If, as we hope, the total then justi- 
fies the Council in going ahead with 
the conference centre, we shall do 
so as soon as possible. If not, we 
shall decide on some _ alternative, 
probably to create a fund the annual 
income of which’ could be used to 
encourage members of the PPU to 
travel to the continent and thus 
further friendship and understanding 
with pacifists and others across the 


Channel, 
STUART MORRIS. 


social 
should follow the 
Everyone who 
wants a better world, should trouble 


For instance, how often people hide 
their determination not to help others 
behind the phrase: “Charity Begins 
Those who have not 
examined this cliche with some Bilt 

ut 
if the phrase meant what the people 
who use it most take it to mean, it 
and 
the 
wishful meaning has been read out 


minds shelves too perceptibly ebbs. 
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Campaign 
clarifying thought need not always 
be the tricky one of breaking down 
mind-routine or releasing blind 
emotions. Sometimes it is essential 
to analyse expressions—like ‘“ the 
haves” and “have-nots ”—for per- 
sonal instruction. At present, for 
example, many pacifists fear the Way 
of Non-Attachment because they feel 
they must “have” something. There- 
fore it is of first importance to under- 
stand that the non-attached are the 
most likely to have life. It is high 
time to make sense of the text: “To 
him that hath...” Everyone should 
realize that merely by _ taking 
“things ” away you cannot change a 
have into a have-not. 

Setting terms in order! I suggest 
that it should be a new campaign 
for the well-wishers of humanity. It 
has, too, the enormous advantage of 
being a creative policy which can be 
initiated without cost. 


OSWELL BLAKESTON. 


PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED ; 


Og and other Ogres (Allen and Unwin). 
Here's the collection we’ve wanted so long of 
Reginald Reynolds’ satirical song. It’s only 
six shillings, and worth far more: so get to 
the bargain-basement before the supply on the 
Most readers of 
Statesman, Adelphi and Plebs will have come 
across some; but here are the lot, with draw- 
ings of Quentin Crisp, to be got (if you’re 
quick) and read over and over again—a joy 
to the heart, not to speak of the brain. 

Fascism inside England (Claud Morris 
Books, Ltd. 6s.). Frederic Mullally gives the 
first detailed history of the British Union of 
Fascists. In view of Mosley’s renewed 
activity in recent months, it may not be un- 
timely. A writer in Civil Liberty, referring 
to *‘ Read the other Side’’—a new Mosley 
production—-points out how the appeal to free- 
dom of speech can be capitalised for the pro- 
pagation of intolerant philosophies: and that 
is not less true because this writer might have 
added a (sic). Anti-semitic, jingo litenature 
will find a readier sale for not being adver- 
tised with black shirta and spotlight meetings. 
By recalling the connection, this book may 
do good. 

A Christian’s Outline of Belief, by Stephen 
Hobhouse (FOR). To read this pamphlet ia 
to withdraw from the streets to the quiet of a 
Friends’ Meeting House: a restorative ex- 
perience as most of us can testify. Mr. Hob- 
house writes from experience, and mature 
reflections on experience. 

Phoenix Quarterly, No. 1. 
periodicals continually appearing on, and 
often as quickly disappearing from, the 
stationers’ lists, this has been the most stimu- 
lating to reach us for a long while. The 
debate on Agnosticism between Prof. Price 
and C. S. Lewis, is conducted with a fairness 
and deep consideration that ought to he a 
model for controversialists. We look forward 
with real enthusiasm to many future numbers. 

Values, No. 2. This bi-monthly magazine 
contains a number of thoughtful articles—we 
recommend particularly Harold Bing’s essay 
on the moral condition of France and Frank 
Dawtry’s ‘“‘ Towards Industrial Democracy ”— 
by Pacifists united in upholding the unchang- 
ing values of beauty, truth and goodness, in 
all the activities of society. 


Of all the new 


DEBATE MUST CONTINUE 


The holiday season is over but Britain’s 
Holiday Crisis is on, says Sir Ronald Davison 
in the latest number of Current Affairs. 
He believes that ‘‘ staggering "’ must come and 
would abandon once and for all the tradition 
of August Bank Holiday Monday. The 
pamphlet provides much more material for 
useful discussion. 

It is also announced by the Bureau that a 
shart supplement to Current Affairs will soon 
appear which will reconsider the more con- 
troversial subjecte already covered. “We 
shall continue to seek the fullest objectivity in. 
these pamphlets, but meanwhile we shall ex- 
periment with this device for correcting 
inadvertencies. The debate must continue.” 
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MEETINGS, &c. Torntat 

GT. NEWPORT ST., Trades Union 
Club, Fri., Nov. 29, 7 p.m. ‘Clothes 
for Europe” Dance and Social, Ad- 
mission 2s. &d. Tickets from London 
27 Red Lion St., 


Col. 


“Save Eu 
St.. W.C.2. 


London, W.C.1. 

KINGSWAY HALL, W.C.2.. Nov./3 p.m. Sp 
22, 1.15 p.m. “Crisis in Foreign |sider 
Policy,” R. H. S .Crassman, M.P. 
Friday lunch-hour meeting. Admis- 
sion free. National Peace Council. 

LONDON. W.C.1., 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens. Discussion lectures every 
Sun., 7.30) p.m. Nov. 17: ‘* The 
Banned Books of England.” Alec 
Craig. Nov. 24: “Education and 
Morality in Russia,’ John Hewetson. 
London Anarchist Group. 

NORTHWAY, The Bigwood Tea 
Rooms, N.W.H1 (buses 102 and 58). 
Nov. 26, Dec. 16, Jan. 9, 8 p.m. 
Three addresses on “ What is a 
Christian?” Miss Olive M. Hughes. 
The Order of the Cross Hampstead 
Group, Spe. 4937. 
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VEGETA 
Guest Hous 
Easy reach 
Little, Up 
Tel. 2257. 


Relief Service. Jewish Committee for 
Relief Abroad, Oecumenical Refugee 
Commission. Save the Children Fund. 


= > Robert Boothby. 
M.LP.. 


Jennie Lee, M.P., Earl Russell, Lt.- 
R. H. Stevens. 
M.P. Tickets from Mrs. Peggy Duff, 


SOUTHAMPTON, Friends Meeting 
House, Ordnance Rd., Sat. Nov. 16, 


Regional 


members invited. 
ST. MARGARETS, Lothhury (back 


p.m. 
invited 


Vestry City Group lunch hour meet- 


ACCOMMODATION 


S. Ludlow, 
Jock. (Station: 
Victor Gollancz. Speakers: | AMbereate 44). 
M.P., Frank Byers, 
Michael Foot, M.P., 


S.W.1, Fri., 
Day, 7 p.m. 
“Hail Bright Cecili 
Choir | and 

Divertimento. 


R. R. Stokes, Nov. 


rope Now,” 
Tem. 2006. 


14 Henrietta 


ecial Area Meeting to con- 
organization. All 
treasurers and _ contact 
Southern Area. 


formance). 
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tion; all modern comforts. 
The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
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CONCERT 
CENTRAL HALL, 


PURCELL: Ode 1692, 


Orchestra. 

BRITTEN: Cantata 
“ Rejoice in the Lamb.” Prelude and 
Fugue for Organ (first London per- 
MOZART: 
concert Aria for 


RITCHIE 


(counter-Tenors), 


(Harpsichord), 
LEY COLLEGE CHOIR and OR- 


TIPPETT, Walter GOEHR. 

Tickets: 7s. G6d., 5s., 4s., 3s., 2s. 
All bookable in advance from Hall 
(Whi. 7197) Chappell’s, 50 New Bond 


LITERATURE, &c. 

“A BIBLE for Animal 
The ideal gift for 
“The Stamper of the Skies.” 
piled by Will Hayes from the 


A. and K. 
Tel.: 


Beautifully illustrated. 2s. 6d. 
age 6d. The Order of the 
Companions, Hertha’s Chapel 
pham Green, Kent. 


Westminster. 
22, St. Cecilia's 
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BARTOK: 
PERSONAL 


WANTED URGENTLY 
‘‘Misero’ O|refunded. Box 675. 
friendships for all. 
Sec., P.N. 
Cardiff. 


Partica. 
(Soprano) 


Edward ARMI- 
Peter 
IRWIN 
(Bass). 
Walter 
MOR- 


Robert. 
LEA 
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Organ), 
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ance. Apply Pacifist 
56 Grove St., Liverpool 7. 
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19 Ty Fry Gdna., Rumney, 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Unit engaged 5 yrs. in 
Members are resident; re- 


Service Unit, 


garet Manor, Doddington, Kent. 


SITUATIONS and WORK *WANTED 


EXPERIENCED NEGOTIATOR re- 
quires full or part time employment, 
town and country experience. Would 
consider partnership with «active 
builder or estate agent. Box 571. 

TYPEWRITERS ARE scarce. Send 
that typing to Lowes. Is. 3d. per 
1,000 words. Quick service. 4 Perey 
Garden Cottages. Tynemouth. 

FIRST CLASS duplicating of all 
typewriting, etc. Mabel 

2 Aberdeen Park, Highbury, 
Tel. Canonbury 3862. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging life 
conserving information about Garlic, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stampa Bd. to Allyso]) Company, Fair- 
light. Sussex. 


Dick] PAMPHLETS, LEAFLETS, ete. 
short-|May we quote for printing yours? 
Call] Write for specimene of work. Leighton 


Dingley and Co., 70 Brackley Square, 
Woodford Green, Essex. 
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Why Potsdam must be revised 


“OBSERVER 


It would only 
moral courage. 


Impulse of generosity 


M OREOVER, unless we are quite 

mistaken in our estimate of the 
national psychology, the Government 
would have gained rather than lost in 
popularity by such a gesture. For 
though man, in general, behaves with 
the same hawk’s “unwandering eye 
from his own purposes,” he is capable 
of responding to a sudden challenge 
to his disinterestedness.. He cannot 
keep it up; but he can act on an im- 
pulse of generosity, and the memory 
of it cheers him up. The Labour 
government has, for the second time, 
and in circumstances more perilous 
than before, missed a great oppor- 
tunity. 

Not than an act of Christmas 
renerosity could supply the place of a 
resolute and responsible policy to- 
wards Germany, based squarely on a 
definite denunciation (in the legal 
sense) of the Potsdam agreement, 
and a drastic purge of the corruption 
in our adminiStration now revealed 
by the New Statesman (Nov. 9). 

Nor is it possible that Britain un- 
aided could get even the British zone 
out of the morass in which it is sunk. 
But it is imperative that Britain 
should do, and should be known to 
have done, all that she can. And 
that will only be done if the Govern- 
ment seizes every opportunity of 
bringing home to the British people 
the misery of Germany, and of their 
responsibility to mitigate it. It is 
utterly wrong that Mr. Bevin should 
have chosen this particular moment 


* CONTINUED® 


have needed a little 


BRITISH—INDIA 
UNDERSTANDING 


a public educational forum at 
FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 
Bull Street, Birmingham, 
on Saturday, November 23, 2.30 p.m. 
Speakers: 

SIR GEORGE SCHUSTER, CRE, MC 
WOODROW WYATT, MP 
SHORAN SINGHA, BA 
Chairman: 

The Lord Mayor of Birmingham 
5.30 p.m.—BRAINS TRUST 


Agatha Harrison Shoran Singha 
Durothy Hogg Sir George Schuster 
John Hoyland Woodrow Wyatt 
Question Master: Christopher B. Taylor 
Tickets 2s.. from Dale Forty and Coa., 


80-84 New St., Birmingham, or at the door 


——— 


“KISS ME 
HARDY!” 


—-said Nelson. 


Nelson will not, however, make 
a speech at Trafalgar Square on 
Saturday afternoon, Nov. 3. 
But will make 


PPU _ speakers 


several... 


WILL YOU BE THERE?— 
to support the - 


CRUSADE FOR A PEOPLE’S PEACE 


~—L ee, 
ORDER EARLY! 


PP... 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


1916 DESIGNS 


Three attractive 2-colour cards 
4d. each. 
Lettered quotation card 
3d. each, 


——————————— 
LAST YEARS CARDS AT 


REDUCED PRICES 


Illuminated lettering — quota- 
tion from Thackeray 2d. each. 


T. B. Pitfield Drawings, “River- 
side Scene,” 2d. each. “Village 
Scene,” 3d. each 


Maurice Rowntree’s design, 
id. each. 


"ALL WITH ENVELOPES 


POSTAGE EXTRA: 4d. for first doz., 


add ld. for each extra doz. 


SAMPLE ¢ 1946 only 
SETS } All kinds 


1/6 
2/- 


Postal orders only please to 


Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 


to talk of the dangers of “ sloppy 


sentiment” towards the German 
people. 

The Powers und UNO 
rpywo interesting changes in the 


Great Powers’ attitude towards 
the United Nations are worth noting. 
First, the American reaction to the 
proposal that America should pay 
half the cost: a. proposal which would 
probably have been accepted in San 
Francisco days, and is not, in f{tself, 
unreasonable considering the high 
costs of American living. But USA 
is now only willing to pay a quarter. 
It is a rough measure of American 
disillusionment about UNO. 

More piquant is the drive of Russia 
to get UNO removed to Geneva. 
Since it was Russian resistance which 
originally prevented UN from estab- 
lishing its headquarters in Europe, 
this volte-face calls*for explanation. 
Geneva is now pressed by the Russian 
bloc ostensibly on grounds. of 
economy. That consideration was 
just as strong two years ago. We 
need not take it seriously. What the 
Russians have learned to fear is the 
influence of an American environment 
on UNO and the influence of UNO on 
the American environment. And that 
too is a rough measure of the de- 
terioration of relations between USA 
and USSR. 


American dilemma 


BY those who know his record, Mr. 

=a} Devere Allen’s fundamental 
pacifism will not be questioned, nor 
will the honesty with which he scru- 
tinises the world-situation. Some 
remarks of his in Worldover Press 
(Oct. 9) deserve the attention of 
those in this country who would 
blindly follow Mr. Wallace’s lead. 


“Policy toward Russia runs to two 
extremes. We (that is, USA) can go on 
with the Byrnes program, not really acting 
‘tough,’ but insisting on a voice for small 
nations, denying further Soviet expansion, de- 
manding faithful adherence to compacts— 
and opposing power by greater power, with 
war always in the background despite fine 
talk of peace. 

“Or we can adopt the Wallace 
accepting Russian expansion, 
seal permanently on’ two major +s: heres of 
influence, using a double standard, with 
excuses for Russia and blame for Britain, 
talking nobly of peace—and setting the stage 
for eventual war as surely as in any other 
way. 

“The Byrnes 
attractive, for 


rormula, 
setting cur 


program seems deceptively 
it appears to work, and _ it 
brings behind the administration, doing so 
badly at home suvport from widely varied 
elements. But it is negative at best, when 
something positive is needed. The Wallace 
program s too big a gamble. for it offers a 
terrible price in terms of human freedom, 
and it assumes that if we offer. little opposi- 


tion to Russia, the Politburo would 
reciprocate. 
“Unfortunately that assumption defies ex- 


perience. For despite an easing of world 
tension after Stalin’s recent peaceful words, 
his statement was followed at once by a new 
demarche on Turkey, new reea'citrance to- 
ward international eo-op2ration along the 
Danube. and the killing of a sane plan in 
the UN economic and Social Council for an 
integrated restoration of Eurupe.” 


Mr. Allen is goine to rive specific 
details of the positive policy he pro- 
poses that Ameriea should adopt to- 
wards Russia. TY await them with 
interest, and will not fail to set them 
hefore my readers. 


Tail-beace 


T LIKE very much the story told by 

the Manchester Guardian of the 
vicar who recently made a mistake in 
the evening service snd praved: 
“Give us that world which the peace 
eannot give!” 


Words of Peace - No. 195 
THE MENAGE 


“The vision of a warless world has 
an increasing hold upon men of 
goodwill, but to most it remains an 
unattainable ideal. The _ pacifist, 
greatly daring, makes the ideal ac- 
tual in his own person. By consent- 
ing to remain unarmed in an armed 
world, he leaps the gulf that separ- 
ates the ideal from its attainment. 
That which the world will only 
learn after a cataclysm more fright- 
ful than any that preceded it, he has 
already learned and is prepared to 
put into practice here and now—so 
he lays down his arms and makes 
his mad venture of faith. To those 
whose confidence rests in military 
strength he remains “the supreme 
menace of the world today.” but be- 
fore his generation has died out he 
may be seen to have been its one 
hope. 

—Natalie Victor in “ A Catholic 

Looks at War.” 


FEAR AND PROGRESS | Top Priority for 


| Racial: NIEMOELLER said recently that | 


fear is the cause of war. Fear causes 
us to make defensive -preparations: which 
arouse fear in others and increase their pre- 
paratiens. So the vicious circle is started. 
We believe that the Pastor is right Sooner 
or later this process leads to war. we can 
almost see it happening before our eyes. 
“For the next 10 years we will have to 
depend upon the atom bomb and long-range 
hombers” says a contemporary article; and 
an illustrated description of one of the latest 
atom bombers tells us that with a bomh bay 
equal to that of four railroad freight cars it 
can carry its load te any inhahited region of | 


“No Conscription” 


PPuE No Conscription Council be- 

_. lieves that military, conscription 
will be dealt with by Parliament dur- 
|ing the next few weeks. It therefore 
urgently recommends that top 
priority be given to the sending of 
individual letters of protest, and of 
resolutions from Branches and Groups 


the globe and return home without refuelling. | of such organizations as the Labour 


The article is headed “‘ Push Button Warfare 
Unlikely Yet" and refers to preparations in 
the USA. 

So! We will have to make the best of 
four-freight-car loads of atom hombhs for the 
present: and évery inhabited region of the 
glahe need only fee! threatened to that extent. | 
“Tt will he two to five years hefore we have | 
guided missiles worthy of the name’’ the 
article continues. Although only two years 


ago we were denouncing certain’ small 
mechanical toys called V1 and V2 as inven- 
tions of the devil incarnate, these 


“ 


weapons infinitely more effective” on ‘“in- | 
hahited regions ” are now being prepared, 

So what? So help to break the vicious {| 
circle by supporting Headquarters Fund of the | 
PPU. which has renounced war and all pre- 
parations for it. 

MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Joint Treasurers. 

Contributions to Headquarters Fund 
Nz 1: £2 5s. Od. Year's total to date: 
£297e2s. Od. 

Donations to the fund ehould be cent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund.” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Shepnard House. Endsleigh St.. W.C.1 


SCIENTISTS AND THE 
ATOM BOMB 


- J. D. Bernal’s view 


“AS citizens of the world the scien- 

«™ tists themselves feel that it is 
their duty to do at least as much— 
in fact, more—for peace, than they 
were able to do in war,’ said Pro- 
fessor J. D, Bernal when speaking at 
the National Peace Council meeting 
at Kingsway Hall last Friday after- 
noon. 

He expressed the view that all scien- 
tists would be in absolute agreement 
in the matter of using their talents 
for peaceful purposes, not only because 
they are human beings but also for 
practical reasons. “We as_ scien- 
tists,” he added, “are afraid that if 
the conditions leading to war are 
allowed to remain, that is going to 
put an end effectively to science.” 

He felt the scientist’s part in war 
was often misunderstood as_ being 
concerned primarily in the production 
of terrifying weapons. During the 
past centuries, he emphasised, there 
was always a time lapse of some 150 
years between the birth of a scien- 
tific idea and its application. With 
regard to atomic energy this had been 
done effectively in a matter of three 
years. “The same drive for atomic 
energy could also be used for quite 
different purposes, such as the con- 
quest of certain types of disease and 
the development of agriculture to 
remove world food shortages,” he 
said. 

“Tf the US were ready to release 
chemicals to the world, and we on 
our part were allowed to put 
enourh mental energy into it, we 
should be able to advance in such 


a way that it would probably make 

mechanical energy comparatively 

unimportant. In the past, and 

even now, such energy has been 

used extremely wastefully.” 

Professor Bernal declared that we 
must not think of the world divided 
into devils and angels but that it con- 
sisted of human beings trying to 
understand what the different peoples 
were driving at. He thought the 
Capitalist and Communist countries— 
A more accurate descrintion than 
West and East—were driving at very 
much the same thing. 

“We are already forming a 
world federation of scientists to get 
together to work out a_ scientific 
vlan to overcome these difficulties. 
We cannot work alone. We_ need 
the support of all the people of 
goodwill in all parts of the world.” 


PEACE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS 


MPHE inaugural meeting of the 
“ Peace Association of Christian. 
Scientists, Pritish Section, was held 
in London recently. This section is 
branch ‘of the Peace Association of 
Christian Scientists, USA which 
provides fellowship between pacifists 
in the Christian Science movement. 

Of those present a number were 
C.0’s, and together with others. 
found a great unity of purpose from 
the first meeting. 

According to the Aasociation’s statement 
of purpose, members refrain from participa- 
tion in war, and are students of Christian 


Science, but the body is not an agency of 
the Christian Science Church. 


since .|, 


Party, Women’s Co-operative Guilds, 
Trade Unions, ete, as well as from 
local Churches, PPU Groups, FOR 
| Branches, Friends’ Meetings and so 
on, to the Prime Minister, MPs and 
| the Press. 

The closing date of the petition 
campaign remains unchanged. But 
completed forms should be presented 


new | locally where possible, to MPs about 


the end of November, with the in- 
timation that there will be more to 
come before the campaign closes. 

If you cannot arrange to meet your MP, 


post the forms to him or send them to 
the No Conscription Council at Room 16, 
Kingsway Hall, London, W.C.2.: In any 


event you are asked to let the Council know 
the number of signatures collected. 


“CONSCIENCE CLAUSE”’ TO 
BE REVISED? 


s TPHE Government’s conscription 

plans,” states Graham Wiggs, 
Secretary of the Central Board for 
COs, “have given rise to a whole 
crop of rumours that the conscience 
clause is to be radically altered. The 
Board is watching the position care- 
fully, bearing in mind particularly the 


need to safeguard unconditional 
registration: 
Newspaper reports have sug- 


gested that alternative service will be 
required of all new COs under the 
scheme but as yet it is too early to 
say if this is true. 
MORE’ RELEASE DATES 

Approximate dates on which conditionally 
registered C.O.3 may expect to receive re- 
lease from their Tribunal conditions are: 

Men: Groups 42 and 43-—-Nov. 20; 44 and 
45—Dec. 24; 46—Feb. 3: and 47-——Mar. 28. 

Women: Group 53--Nov. 20; 54—Dec. 17: 
55—Jan. 2; and 56—Mar. 27, 


CONSCRIPTS AND CITIZENS 


“Peacetime conscription means the main- 
tenance of a citizen army. And in that army 
the ordinary citizen will take a much closer 
interest. Which should work for the good 
of all.""—Daily Express leader, October 11. 


THRE HUMANE 
EDUCATION 
SOCIETY 


Strives to widen the bounds of a 

humane consciousness; to voice 

the age-old wrongs of those unable 

to speak for themselves, forced to 

give so much and considered so 
little. 

We Need Your Help to establish 
Peace on Earth, Goodwill and 
Friendship to all creatures. 
Please write to:— 

2, St. John St., M/C.3. 


WINTER SPORTS IN 


SWITZERLAND 
THE RIVIERA 
CHANNEL ISLANDS | 


Guaranteed SUNSHINE is the slogan of 
the above-mentioned holiday resorts. 
Special Services by Air for the Winter 
Sports Season in Switzerland. 
Seats by Air and Rail and Steamer 
guaranteed, but early bogking essential. 
Send for Winter Resorts 
Brochure. 
by Air, Rail 
all parts. 


G. F. HUELIN, 


(late Holmes and Huelin), 
7 ARGYLE RD., ILFORD ESSEX. 


Bookings and Steamer to 


READ 


“THE KINGDOM 
HERALD” 


AND LEARN THE 
TRUTH AT LAST 
1/2 MONTHLY = 1/- 
Editor: LARRATT BATTERSBY 


From: W. H. SMITH’S and LEADING 
BOOKSELLERS 


Published from 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


Printed by 
London, 


“Peace News” Ltd. 


N.4, by (TU 


Clifford Printing Co. 


N.16. 
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